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OBJECT AND RESULTS. 


This bulletin gives the results of a study of the agriculture of 
Jefferson County, Ky., a locality which is influenced greatly by a 
moderately large and growing city (Louisville). In response to a 
favorable and increasing market for vegetables, an increasing area 
of land is being utilized for trucking. The raising of such crops as 
potatoes and onions has been profitable, principally on account of 
exceptional marketing facilities. The raising of cereals, while still 
important, has declined. The city offers an expanding market for 
dairy products, but by means of railways and trolleys the city is 
quickly and cheaply reached by dairy farms located a long distance 
out, where cheaper land and other favorable conditions enable the 
farmer to compete successfully in the dairy market. With the 
srowth of the city, the extension of trolley lines, and the improve- 
ment of highways, an increasing number of people occupied in the 
city are living in suburban towns and in the near-by country. All 
these factors combined create a set of conditions which bring about 
rapid changes in agricultural practice. Old types of farms once 
dominant are disappearing and new types are organized to profit 
by the opportunities offered. Farms that were once profitable as 
large units, under an extensive system of agriculture, come to be 
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relatively unprofitable under new conditions creating higher values 
for real estate. 

It is the purpose of this study to analyze these conditions in order 
to arrive at an understanding of the underlying principles of farm 
organization and practice here, to point out the more profitable 
types of farming, and to show how some of the more successful 
farms are organized. 

The important conclusions drawn from this study are: (1) For the 
area surveyed the small farm intensively cultivated is the most 
efficient and profitable. (2) The most profitable types found are 
those specializing in potatoes and truck. (3) Dairying combined 
with truck farming is profitable here, but as a type it is gradually 
being pushed farther away from the city to cheaper land. (4) The 
general mixed type of farm, representing the extensive system and 
a high degree of diversity, is the least profitable in this area. 


SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND BASIS OF STUDY. 


In the fall of 1913 about 50 farms were visited in representative 
sections of Jefferson County. In this survey a detailed study was 
made of the leading crop enterprises, such as Irish potatoes, sweet 
potatoes, onions, a few other important truck crops, wheat, corn, 
orchard grass, timothy, and clover. Two produce exchanges were 
found successfully working in the county. A careful study was 
made of these. The city market was also made an object of study, 
as well as the wagon roads and trolley lines radiating from it into 
the farming community. In 1915 another farm-management survey 
was made of 100 farms in this area representing various types. 
These farms were located as shown by the dots in figure 1. In this 
survey a careful study was made of the organization and the business 
success of each farm. 

Information relative to changes which have occurred in types of 
farming was obtained from the United States census statistics; 
Bureau of Crop Estimates, United States Department of Agricul- 
ture; and from direct observation and consultation with farmers in 
the region. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS. 


THE CITY AND THE COUNTY. 


Jefferson County lies along the Ohio River where that stream has 
worn its channel through a low rim of mountains which form the 
western boundary of the Bluegrass Region. Thus it is a natural 
gateway for travel and transportation between much of eastern and 
central Kentucky and the western part of the State. 

In the bend of the river below the Falls of the Ohio is the city of 
Louisville, occupying an area of about 28 square miles, with a popu- 
lation in 1916 of 267,342. Good macadam roads radiate from the 
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city to various parts of the county. Along several of these high- 
ways trolley lines have been built, connecting small towns and 
suburban homes with the city. These, with several steam lines 
running out from the city, give the locality an excellent system of 
transportation. (See map, fig. 1.) Louisville is a large distributing 
center, with important machine factories and distilling and brewing 
establishments. There are minor establishments for canning vege- 
tables and making pickles, sauerkraut, catsup, etc. These are 
important agriculturally, in that they give market gardeners a 
market for various surplus vegetables. 
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Fic. 1.—Map of area studied. Dots indicate farms visited. 


The city market place is operated by an association of farmers and 
business men. The distance from Louisville to the farms included 
in this study is considered to be the distance from the market place 
to these farms. During the season of fresh vegetables and fruits 
this market place from early morning until noon each day is filled 
with vehicles of the truckers from the country. Here dealers and 
individual consumers come to buy the farmers’ produce. 

There are two important farmers’ marketing and shipping estab- 
lishments outside the city limits, one at St. Matthews and one at 
Buechel, both in localities where the Irish potato is the dominant 
enterprise. : 
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POPULATION. 


In 1910 the rural population of Jefferson County, including unin- 
corporated towns, was 38,992, showing an increase of 42.4 per cent 
during the preceding ten years. During the same period the city 
population had increased 9.1 per cent. These figures indicate a rapid 
growth of suburban population. Outside of unincorporated towns, the 
increase was over 30 per cent. The increase in actual farm popula- 
tion was comparatively small, however—probably not over 10 per 
cent, since an Increasing number of people who have occupations in 
the city are living in homes in the country. Seven per cent of the 
population in 1909 was foreign born and 32 per cent of mixed parent- 
age. Much the larger part of the foreign population is German. 


FACTS ABOUT FARMING SHOWN BY THE CENSUS OF 1900 AND OF 1910. 


In 1909, according to the census figures, there were 3,093 farms in 
the county, an increase in ten years of about 9 per cent. During the 
previous decade the number of farms under 100 acres in size had in- 
creased 17 per cent, while farms over 100 acres in size had decreased 
about 14 per cent. During the same period the area devoted to the 
raising of vegetables had increased about 29 per cent, and the area 
devoted to cereals decreased about 22 per cent (see Table I). 


TABLE I.—Changes in crop production during the decade 1899-1909. 


1900 1910 
Crop acreage. acreage. 
Small fruits: 
SirawPerries® 2-2 -- Bose cote ee Soca goals eine cS afc a a ae ee ee eee 818 443 
OUI CONE CER ae denen oscaneaccoceas Seeeucdcoe cues oseaae cosas ssseoceec Soden 1, 137 631 
otal. ee AR eee ARG RR REL I Goto ts ccd. 1, 955 1,074 
Vegetables: 
IROUP Koes eae ARR aN en apne roar on OnER ad noobs Bobo seems cease anarecceseeeee 6, 525 9, 255 
WEEE OLALOCS Si ean tae maa a 1, 093 1,107 
OY NG WENGE GSS Sc ao eee oder Sees soccoS secs doceseas ce socce ccc comesecceesice 5, 787 6, 920 
Lotalessss-< BBE secede User sdeesrecacededece scdessas onseescececcoeedccs 13, 405 17, 282 
Cereals: 
CW OVI ere oe ae sao ao ee ete ieee eg a Se oS Reese he SSS USS ee 33, 316 31, 200 
Wheat....-. SAS RE PRONE RE PEO THI Ae RIE SHEE Se a EE 18, 136 9, 493 
TNS) et SERBS SA ReE SA Sec cone se cena cca ace seodeceascceceeseeree 55, 672 43, 280 


Within the county, during the decade 1899 to 1909, there was a 
marked decrease in the production of market milk, while three ad- 
joing counties farther out, with railway communications, had a 
marked increase in milk sold (see Table II). The decrease in Jeffer- 
son County was 43 per cent, while the increase in three outside coun- 
ties was about 232 per cent. Jefferson county had a large increase 
in the amount of butter and cream sold, which to some extent made 
up for the loss in market-milk production. Butter, however, is made 
in small quantities as a by-product on nearly all types of farms, so 
that the increase in this product can not be said to make up the loss 
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in market-milk production. The census figures further show a de- 
crease in the number of dairy cows in Jefferson County and an increase 
in the three outside counties during the same period. 


TaBLe II.—Changes in the dairy business during the decade 1899-1909. 


Milk sold. Cream sold. | Butter sold. 
Area. l | 
1900 1910 | 1900 1910 1990 1910 

(amen uMee Waiaiacer (on| Setre won Therm an 

; Gallons. | Gallons. | Gallons. | Gallons. | Pounds. | Pounds. 

JefiersoniCountyae- as see ee eee 2,695, 233 | 1,542,455 | 5, 757 24,342 | 239,926 528,915 
Three counties outside of Jefferson in | 

vicinity of Louisville...........------- | 586,121 | 1,879,136 | 58,830 | 74,785} 209,906 | 230,244 


HISTORY OF IMPORTANT CROP AND STOCK ENTERPRISES SINCE 1840. 


The figures of the United States Census Bureau relative to crops 
and live stock give a fairly good history of these enterprises since 
1840. The high point of cereal production, characteristic of general 
mixed farming, was reached in 1870. Since then these crops have 
had a marked decline, while Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, and other 
vegetables, characteristic of potato-truck and strictly truck farming, 
have had a corresponding increase (see Table III). 


TaBLE III.—Statistics of crop production, 1840 to 1910. 


Fi P 
| 


: : | | d Trish Sweet 
Year. Corn. Wheat. Rye. Barley. Oats. Hay. Hemp. Tobacco. potatoes. potatoes. 


Bushels. | Bushels.|Bushels.|Bushels.| Bushels.| Tons. Tons. | Pounds.| Bushels. | Bushels. 


1840.....- 665, 899 | 115,175 | 16,969 | 1,750 | 156,092 5,470 | @3124 | 75,360 DiGONG042 |e 
S50Peeaes 983,429 | 92,809} 2,300} 6,110 | 128, 522 4,944 120 9, 500 106, 657 8, 204 
NS Oececae 974,110 | 155, 785 | 12,352 | 45,305 | 134, 029 9, 543 204 13, 560 177, 963 31, 854 
IOs ese 1,059, 729 | 102,820 | 12,454 | 49,975 | 368,328 | 11,228 38 9, 574 377,382 | 104, 862 
1880... .-- 1, 056, 209 | 186,212 | 10,413 | 21,643 | 114,793 | 11,186 |.-...-..-. 11, 632 269, 066 99, 307 
IO cease 7125674 \.217, 831.| 7,624 | 3,669) | 148,350 |) 27; 761 |.--..-.: 5, 910 131,533 |) ALESIS 
1900 58=2— 1, 003, 130 | 239,880 | 3,030 |------.- OI 570586275, 089) |e se aeses 132, 840 887,640 | 150, 832 
OO RREee 947024 e114 78385) 35, (08 aaaea esr AD 9328 Loans Peas 263, 200 | 1,195,631 | 174,721 
a Tons of hemp and flax. b Hay and forage. ce Potatoes. 


There have not been any significant changes in the total amount 
of live stock kept on the farm. Swine production fell off to a marked 
extent with the falling off of corn production. Dairy cattle reached 
their high mark in 1890 and 1900. Since then there has been a 
falling off in dairy production. (See Table IV.) 


TaBLE IV.—Statistics of live stock, 1840 to 1910. 


om | : Total Milch Other | Working 
Year. Horses. Sheep. Swine. cattle. cows. cattle. oxen. 

SAO aise ees cist 26, 886 14, 971 42, 266 DID TL Gel ere eae ee a eee | Se sa ers 
S50 San 4, 893 10, 798 39, 573 7, 987 4,338 3, 220 429 
L860 eae 5,915 7,911 35, 921 10, 087 5, 492 4, 230 365 
LSiOSE Ss hanee 6, 360 7, 089 34, 575 9, 334 6, 263 2,957 li 
E880 es eee et 6, 278 c 12, 335 25, 976 11, 347 6, 553 4, 740 54 
S90 See eae ie a 7, 820 7, 463 16, 932 13, 250 8, 565 4, 664 21 
1G DS Se ss a eee 7, 792 8, 622 18, 481 13, 876 8, 750 ES Pap 1 ol eet a ee 
ONO Sse eves oe 7, 062 7,411 13, 700 11, 129 7, 594 aOR dlecehecesccsc 


a Includes mules. b Neat cattle. ec Exclusive of spring lambs. 
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The history of crop yields since 1880 (see Table V) shows that for 
cereals the yield has been about stationary, while for mtensive 
crops such as tobacco and potatoes the tendency seems to be toward 
an increased yield. Figures for determining the yields of the many 
different vegetables are not available. There is a tendency toward 
the increased use of commercial fertilizer, which is undoubtedly 
a factor in the increased yield of potatoes especially, and no doubt 
the yield of other vegetable crops has been increased thereby. The 
1900 census gives the value of fertilizers used as $90,300, while that 
of 1910 gives $148,582. Besides commercial! fertilizer, a large amount 
of stable manure is bought in Louisville and hauled to the truck farms. 


TaBLE V.—Comparison of crop yields in Jefferson County, Ky., during 4 census years. 


Yield per acre. 

Crop. l l | 

| 1880 | 1890 1900 | 1910 
COT ee ee ee eee eee ee SS AS ee Eee ate bushels 21.3 31.2 30. 1 30.4 
Wiheate 2h2sesiss eee a ee ees: bees Boe oe do. 12.9 16.8 13.2 15.6 
VCs oe site ed este clans pentane iS cyanea Miata ach Moe ppm era a Ne do. 9.5 10.1 1552 12.0 
Barley c5aee SP ee Oe eye ee aes da ese ae eee att es do. 23.7 S35 e235. ae ae ee 
2 PSE Sa ees ee epee Meee) Ge terete a EE I eee ee Sats do 14.3 12.0 22.9 20.2 
iE Ih eee ert Sea see ta ee Ae ra Sy Pee ts PLS ee, tons oil 1.0 1.2 ial 
TODACCOME Meee ne ye tices eee eee eee ounds. - 447.4 738. 7 790. 7 978.4 
ATISHSPOLACOES ec yee ae oe aetna bushels. - (a) 157.2 136.0 238.3 
SWeetGlahoes cet, se ee ee a ee ee ee eee dozens 118.7 143.3 138.0 157.8 


a No data available. 
SOIL AND CLIMATE. 

No soil survey has been made of Jefferson county. The soil in the 
northeastern part of the county is a clay loam similar in character 
to the bluegrass soils farther east. While much of the soil in this 
portion of the county is fundamentally of limestone origin, there is 
a large mixture of river deposit, especially where the land is level. 
This deposit from the ancient overflow of the river has given the 
soil a dark color and a different texture from that of purely limestone 
origin. 

Along the river south of Louisville there is a strip of land 15 to 20 
miles in length and 1 to 7 miles in width which has more of the char- 
acter of a sandy loam. This section is lower in elevation than the 
section east of the city and in some places is swampy. While it is 
productive and capable of maturing vegetables earlier than the 
heavy soils east, it has not been in as much demand for residence 
property. Thus the market value of land along the river and south 
of the city is lower in price than land of equivalent agricultural value 
toward the eastern portion of the county. 

The southeastern part of the county has relatively the poorest 
quality of soil, besides a portion of it being hilly or mountainous. 

Except where the low rim of mountains above mentioned enters 
the county, the topography is generally level. Much of the region 
might be termed river-bottom land. 
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The climate is typical of that found in the lower elevations of the 
south-central States (see figures 2 and 3). The winters are com- 
paratively wet, the highest average rainfall coming in March. The 


[ean [umn ren[wanlarn|nay [oun [ou [ave [er [oct ow oes [AP 
fa || 

Ses Paes 
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Fig. 2.—Diagram showing average climatic conditions. 


dry season begins in July and ends in November. The average 
srowing season extends from about the middle of April to a little 
past the middle of October, a period of about 186 days. Durmg the 
year about 200 days are available for field work. 


eenrene AVERAGE 


Fic, 3.—Diagram showing actual rainfall in 1914, with normal. 


SEASONAL DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR REQUIRED BY CROPS. 


The seasonal limits within which a crop is raised and marketed 
are determined largely by the climate. Long agricultural experience 
in a locality will result in the selection of such crops as are adapted 
to the natural and economic environment, and will establish a com- 
mon practice in cultivating and harvesting them. Thus is devel- 
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oped a cropping system which is characteristic of the community. 
Figures 4 and 5 show the seasonal distribution of labor on the prin- 
cipal crops in this locality. Truck crops, of course, have an im- 
portant relation to the cropping system here, but they are so numer- 
ous and the practice related to them so complicated that it was 
thought best not to give in this bulletin the seasonal distribution of 
labor on any of them except Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, and 


|B Reat 


( AFTER CORN) 


ON 
PREPARE SEED BED 


ORGHARD 
GRASS 


| SOY BEANS 
| OR COWPEAS| 


HARVEST [HAY 


Fic. 4.—Diagram showing the seasonal work on general field crops. (Solid lines indicate average 
season; dotted lines extreme range. 


onions, which have on farms a place more nearly equivalent to that 
of general field crops. 

The heavy lines show the limits of the average season for the 
operations required. The dotted lines show the variation in the 
practice of different farms or the variations on the same farm from 
year to year due to weather conditions. Charts of this kind have 
been used by individual farmers and found to be of considerable 
practical value, in that they help to form a mental picture of the sea- 
sonal labor requirement for the year. 
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Fig. 5.—Diagram showing the seasonal work on potatoes and onions. (Solid lines indicate 
average season; dotted lines extreme range.) 
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DESCRIPTION OF FARM PRACTICE. 


As will be shown in the following pages, several types of farming 
are found here, representing two general systems of farm practice, 
the extensive and the intensive. The farms practicing the exten- 
sive system are found toward the eastern part of the county and 
become more nearly typical as the bluegrass region is approached. 
These farms usually are large or medium-sized. The rougher and 
stony parts are kept in permanent bluegrass pasture. Orchard 
grass and clover are grown in rotation with grain and potatoes. 
Live-stock enterprises, dealing chiefly with beef cattle, dairy cows, 
sheep, swine, and horses, are important. Irish potatoes, which 
often take the place of corn as an intertilled crop on these general 
farms, commonly occupy 25 to 50 acres. 


TasLe VI.—Relative distance from market and size of farm to diversity and intensity of 
cultivation, illustrated by 17 farms. 


| | | | | | | (ee | 
Farm No....------- Seance ip te SS he 6|7\8|9/ 10 || 12| 13] 1 15 | 16417 
i see i st sar | | 
Distance to Louisville | | | | | | gone 3 
(MUeS) cee eee | 20 | 20} 20) 14) 12/10) 10) 9/8) 8 Bali Sydoete oth Stee mee 
| oy | tek seid ei oan hea 
| | | | | ae = 
Size of farm (acres) ...---- | 350 340) 300/60 | 60°) 65 | 297 | 247 137 324 80 70 100) 53 | 128 130] 35 
| { | | | | | H H 
| | eae te | bias eae ee 
Value of land per acre -.- | $100 $100 $200 $100/$100:$100, $75 |$100 100. $200 $600 $300 $600 $709 $700 $500 $650 
ee (oe ee © oe ee Bere | Lo Sa 
| air ee 3 
| Ac. jAc: bee \Ac.|Ac.|Ac.| Ac. |Ac.|4c.| Ac. |4¢.'Ac.|Ac.|Ac.|Ac.'Ac.|Ac 
PotatoesmMinsteeee ee WB Da Se lhe) 9 pital pee: 4, 18) 15] 1) 32] 30) 35] 11] 20) 4) 40] 25 
Potatoes, second... ------- | 8) £0} 5 | 103} 5] 9} 28) 20115) 14 )-...; 10} 50 j@21)....... a 25 
Sweet potatoes... .- = (Resse Je PAGS S25! Sa55)|- 355555 (e552 RRs a be Else ORG IMS EST eee | 
Cabbage. .-.-------------- cteeee paaweioot pease saisos eee S|SaoS Sars | 7ja2la6 | 4] -I2'al0) 4 
Rieldvonigns=sseseeeee bSSessse= S55 1a so plosas asec BS5s- i. Aa Ae ee lee ----14 | ot 1ja4 13 
Omionisetss £<—-- 4. ose eee | es ie es a coe hepa esa 2 laa dS Seal ale Sarees 
Onionseed=Beeee ees ccs |-----| 23 |----)---- | J aces |poome pass S= ae aaee5 sas 6225 Ei los a2 ee ee 
Momatossmese eee eo 2 5 Gee | eee | it ao (ie GUE eat ee |e =+| ta dah ee 
Roasting ears-2 52226 -5--<8 Fetes | OSS ee feesie ce ae ee (ee (Be = eee Se Wee ae G10) cee 2 10 |. 
evucese sees see = [os525|so3|S--93)Se88 258 [G5>5(5552- eee aesae Bees eee ec lees shes lessee et | 
Bee tSh- cess eee ee, Soe Radon (eters ses} poco A eee (me Nea he ea 5 [ee 2). Pl cecl) Sele 
AS PATA gtSHee eee eee ee Pee eter pe SBS ee ecasloeas|sose= leper oa eer tc tne joe 
Carrots] oe tee cere Reem ieee (ae | fee ee 2 ose Neer 5.8. a iN a eee Acs [i Ble SISter Des He 
Rhabarys: be cscs teckel eee | Sie |. Tasco ee ; 
Cauliiower—2 0. o ee-s fees gies (Bee a and le pee eee Faces Vee [Sts Ee ee oe eee 
BB CaaS es ee es en aie Ee ee an Fe seca ee os baat laa f= mene wr isl Fal Sha Gidea ale ae 
Cucumbers ¢)-cs- 22. 225-2{0 = sch] a ee Nes ae ee ee ae 1B ee eS 1| 
IOTSO TAGISH Se ees Nees ps os ee ee ee ee Hee ees | 1 2 3| 4] 
Parships Bo oul ee swe a 1 | eB Hoey E 
WED PETS ee eek See ea al a Se le i apalotes Sere cee oeene ie Se eS re ie Siar 
Spinach 4 2k. es [paces RG Se [Bi Se here Le: a6\a2 1 
IMCIOTS or eee see ee eee bee Wey aes eases We a aes Rae eS 12 al cele aoe 
Cantaloupess 2 oer eee ees eee eee I es ome [Speed perees Regs iets oor 5 
Straw DeMmles 2.2 oe soe eles eel Vee apes pa ie i Ve esses PSC Nien [eee es (ee os SS Gee esos [oes 
Biackberries<-2 ee Bie (cs (nes Vie mee rpc = | ee tf seen 1S es z lt eae 
Ghendess2 4 ee gles Tse eae ie eareee (See ee oa eee ees ke a |: Plaeeelaeee Eat = 
TAPES a6 CL Seo A oS eee EGRET | Pere eine ae (ete (oes, 3 anol Th 22s evens Ss eee) fe ae Kees (Seats 
Applest sete ya ee 6 | SEE eS Wiese hee eee ees | 5 figs ie 5 | 
TREATS Sees eB ee te cep aie ae Reelene eee Sih (ee peeet (eles nec ieee epee Peeiees (ee ete fas osc te Ngee fens 
Cormm=--. 2. .-=-.--=-=---=-| 50 | 22127 122 |) SOE SOM oy eoD TES) Ses 3 ibe 12 
Wikheatee. o peso co aes 1005-1 BOW ae Ea 1007 |e52-)50 4-190) | | BI (pee lege | 2 
Osis PS OE. eee 35 (E2221 120,155 eS ey Pee ee 12}. SL Ba ee ee Be 
IR AEs Soe oe Sea ee QSonna avg |. 210 /|a 20 j2 20 | ee a15 j\@5 je15 |a13 | 10 
Cloverzees pee 5 =e 401135 G0" 1640s See a tee Pee PSO) LSS 3 Sane | | 
TuMOpNY. 23) (feces eee eae east | 3/10 25:1 300 10 | \26,), 10,135 | gil ee ee ee 
Orchardigrasse ee ee 40" | Eas Ae eal Bulsdatk eae [ees eee 5 Ce ees ies (pee 2 (OR [ea Bee Zac 
Cowpeasie. fo eee 20.) 4] 4 [be] ies Ie 1) Bilis Ai oe Eee ee 
Alialirntee tena aera ers ie CO fs ct meee fa Jig ae (eared pee (eeepc | 6 |. 
Millet ee ee eet pee eee Se ee ee EN ee er ecal: Adalest [tc eect joel? eat Res. 
Soy DeansSen nese re ee ee Vii ae feel A ay OES [ON (po Te ES TS fey Bee oye eee We (eee [Rann oS Neda 
CANE USE ae sane de nas Gaeeeee (SER pd br ae (ie teats Ie pes femend meA|pue RSE 
Gish prass. << e-eeeee ee ee pases Pees ss Be Sh Bes [-++j730 | 10 EULA RE SAO Sie 
| | l 1 | | 1 


a Double cropped. 
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On the smaller farms nearer the city the farm practice is entirely 
different. About all the tillable area of these farms is planted in 
field or truck crops, a very small percentage being left for pasture. 
Much of the land is double-cropped. ‘These farms near the city are 
smaller in size than those 10 to 20 miles out. The size of the busi- 
ness conducted on many of them is large, however, owing to more 
intensive cultivation. These farms show greater diversity than the 
big farms, and the crops require much more labor and fertilizer per 
acre. ‘These factors are well illustrated in Table VI. 

The truck gardeners generally keep something growing on the land 
all the year. Kale and spinach are favorite winter crops. Some of 
the crop may be marketed in the late fall and early spring, and the 
remainder is turned under. Rye is commonly sown to be turned 
under for a late crop of potatoes. 


RELATION OF DISTANCE FROM CITY TO TYPE OF FARMING. 


The farm records taken were distributed as evenly as possible over 
the county and no thought was given to the selection of any particular 
type of farm. For this reason the farms at different distances from 
the city will represent fairly well average conditions. Mention should 
be made, however, of one factor which interferes to some extent with 
a study of farms grouped according to distance from the city. As 
previously stated, a strip of land extending 20 or more miles south 
along the Ohio River is almost wholly utilized for trucking, so that 
for this area the factor of soil has a predominating influence. Table 
VII would indicate, nevertheless, that distance from the city has an 
important influence on the type of farming. Truck crops (except as 
influenced by the factor just mentioned) and potatoes are dominant 
enterprises near the city. Receipts from such field crops as corn, 
wheat, hay, hogs, and stock cattle are grouped in the table under the 
head ‘Receipts, per cent, from other sources.’’ These enterprises 
are characteristic of general mixed farming, and become more im- 
portant as the distance from the city increases. Dairying also be- 
comes more important as distance from the city increases. 


TaBLeE VII.—Relation of distance from city to type of farm. 


Receipts, per cent. 


is 2 Rent of 
a wala Number of Size of 
Distance from Louisville. necordsl aT. jane. Ber rom ee ror 
: truck and Ape other 
potatoes. oS. sources. 

8 miles or less...........-.---- 25 102 $11. 85 68 10 22 
Grposllemiles:en we ee eee e 18 221 5.59 35 12 53 
POTGOM 4 MOSS ese soe ee oe 24 256 5.37 34 20 46 
15 miles and over.........-...- 33 257 4.66 20 27 53 
JAN farms: sos. 35.4.--90. 100 211 6.80 | 38 18 44 
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These facts relative to the type of farming have an important rela- 
tion to the value of land and the size of farm, as is indicated also in 
this table. Farms increase in size and the rent per acre decreases as 
the distance from the city increases. 

The lesson to be learned from these facts is that close proximity to 
a large growing city tends to make it more profitable to grow truck 
crops which can be marketed fresh to the consumers in the city than 
the staple crops characteristic of general farming and supplying a 
wide market. The nearer a location is to the city the more valuable 
the land becomes, because it is demanded for dwelling, factory, and 
transportation sites, etc., in competition with agriculture. “On high- 
priced land none but intensive agriculture will pay. Because land is 
more valuable near the city, and since a large farm business may 
be conducted on a small piece of land, the farms tend to be smaller 
near the city. 

Frequently a farmer owning a comparatively large tract of land, 
300 to 400 acres, finds the city growing towards him, increasing year 
by year the value of his land. With this increase in value of land goes 
an increase in costs of production. Unless the farmer changes his 
type of farming to meet these conditions his business can not be made 
to yield interest on the increased capitalized value and a profit in 
addition. Under such conditions the farmer usually sells all or a 
part of his land to be divided into smaller tracts, either for dwelling 
and industrial sites or for smaller farms operated more intensively. 


THE SMALL, INTENSIVE FARMS NEAR THE CITY ARE THE MOST PROFITABLE. 


With intensive farming and higher production per acre the farmer 
is enabled to carry on a good-sized business on a small-sized farm. 
In fact, in this study no relation appeared between the size of the 
farm and the size of the business conducted. The capital invested 
in the average large farm did not differ materially from that invested 
in the small intensive farm. (See Table VIII.) 


TaBLE VIII.—Relation of size of farm to operating expenses per acre and to land earnings 


per acre. 
: Average | Operat- | 

Distance F Gross Land Profit on 

Size of farm. Ae | to Louis- ieee q aac receipts | earnings ween invest- 

5 Ville. ian per acre. per acre. | per acre.a ment. 
Acres. Miles. Acres. Per cent. 

Less than 80 6........ 21 9 44 $7: $96 $23 $1, 000 7 
SOTO oO See See 25 12 121 36 45 9 800 5.6 

1 GO5EO}299 Home eee 33 13 212 15 20 5 100 4 

300 and over.....---- 21 16 420 14 18 4 140 4 
INV IBIAS 100: | see 199 32 42 100 | 2555 Ses |S ee 


a\.and earnings per acre as here used is what is left after paying all operating expenses, which include 
all current expenses, 6 per cent interest on working capital, and the farmer’s estimate of the value of his 
labor and services as manager, amounting for the average farm to about $600. Land earnings would be 
then approximately what the landlord might expect as rent. 

b Improved land. 
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According to Table VIII the average farmer with less than 80 acres 
spends $73 per acre in operating expenses and gets $96 per acre in 
eross receipts, thus making each acre earn, net, $23. On the other 
hand, the average of 21 farms over 300 acres in size expends in oper- 
ating expenses $14 per acre and gets $18 per acre gross receipts, mak- 
ing each acre earn but $4. Among the farms represented in the table, 
the small, intensive farm is the more profitable, both from the stand- 
point of wages for the operator and from the standpoint of invested 
capital. 

The average of 21 farms less than 80 acres in size gives the operator 
a labor income of $1,000 and 7 per cent on capital invested, while 
the average of 21 farms over 300 acres in size gives the operator 
a labor income of only $140 and 4 per cent on capital. The main 
reason for low profits on the larger as compared with smaller farms is 
that many of the larger farms are not doing intensive enough agri- 
culture to meet the new conditions brought about by a large and 
growing city. 


‘DISTANCE FROM THE CITY A FACTOR IN THE VALUE OF LAND. 


As has been pointed out, the building of good roads, the extension 
of trolley lines, and the nearness of the city have made much of the 
land in this section desirable for other than agricultural use. Such 
conditions will naturally make the average market value of land 
higher than it should be for agricultural use alone. As would be 
naturally expected, the market value of land will tend to increase as 
the distance from the city becomes less. This is indicated in Table 
IX. Other conditions, such as soil and topography, however, may 
counteract the influence of the city. 


TaBLE 1X.—Jnjflwence of the nearness of the city on the value of land and rent. 


+ Rent of Value of 
Distance to Louisville. pyuber land per | land per 
: acre.2 acre.a 

] ESSE AS TaT HS Ss Ae eee tae a 25 $11. 85 $312 
Barapulanttl OSPeresae epg ee ne noes - Seana ee eae re oa -bocos 18 | 5.59 110 
MO EUOSLARIINN CS eee yee ans, Sen Se See SES ster oes wei 24 | 5.37 106 
OV eral Agim ilesaces eis ce og as ee ata SEE = cence eb oe ae ed animate 33 4.66 95 
PAUTPATIN Ste see See seer oe. EEE See sae ee eee eek ee 100 6. 80 158 


a Farmers’ estimates. 
MANURE AVAILABLE IN THE CITY. 


To some extent large quantities of stable manure are used by truck 
farmers in the vicinity of Louisville. This is usually bought in the 
city for from 50 cents to $1 per load, averaging about a ton in weight. 
Two farmers doing a large trucking business about 4 miles from 
the market place in the city each kept a man and team busy most 
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of the year hauling manure. Very little is hauled more than 8 
miles out. Of course some is shipped out beyond this distance on 
railroads and trolley lines. No doubt the availability of manure at a 
reasonable price is one of the limiting factors in profitable truck 
farming in the vicinity of the city. 

Truck farmers customarily put the manure in large piles to rot. 
It is then hauled in small two-wheeled carts and scattered wherever it 
is wanted. , 

Table X illustrates the effect of land value and nearness to the 
city on the use of manure and commercial fertilizer. Besides these 
fertilizers, a considerable amount of green stuff, such as rye, clover, 
and kale, is turned under. These products are not included in the 
total cost of fertilizer. This table shows that the use of commercial 
fertilizer here is not as important a factor as in many other trucking 
sections. The land here, as a rule, is naturally fertile, and, as is 
evident, Manure aeatiablon in the city largely takes the place of com- 
mercial fertilizer. 


TasBLE X.—The effect of land value and nearness to city on the use of manure and com- 


mercial fertilizer. 

Value of farm manurea and com- 

mercial fertilizer per crop acre. 

Value of land per | Numberof| Distanceto| Size of Rent per | 
acre. records. | Louisville. farm. crop acre. Cc 
Barn cine ifer-. Total 
pon ana tilizer. 
Miles. | Acres. 

Less than $80. ....-- 23 16 284 $5. 50 $3.75 $0. 60 $4.35 
SSOOISID0R Soo ec 34 13 250 6.60 4.50 .70 5. 20 
$151 to $200. ......-. 22 12 | 188 8.75 4.60 1.90 6. 50 
Owveri$200s-45--- 2: 21 | 8 95 15.00 18.00 1250) 19.25 
Allfarms..... 100 | 12 | 212 8.60 7.35 .90 | 8.25 


a The average value of manure is here estimated to be about $2 per ton load laid down on the farm. 


A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF TYPES OF FARMS. 


In the foregoing study of the influence of the city on farming, it 
is shown how there is a tendency for these farms to be smaller and 
more intensive near the city, while the farms 15 to 20 miles out are 
larger and raise general crops—corn, wheat, rye, bluegrass—and 
keep various kinds of live stock, such as beef cattle, dairy cows, sheep, 
and hogs. These enterprises are the sources of farm receipts, usually 
pretty well balanced between crops and live stock. Such farms may 
be classified as the ‘‘general mixed type.’ If dairying becomes a 
dominant enterprise, with 40 per cent or more of receipts from milk 
or milk products, the farm may be classified as a dairy farm. If 40 
per cent or more of the receipts come from potatoes alone, the farm 
may be called a potato farm; if from potatoes and truck, a potato- 
truck farm. 
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These classifications are shown in Table XI. While farms of the 
different types differ greatly in the amount of land utilized, there is 
not so great a difference in the size of the business conducted. The 
capital invested and the expenses of operation furnish a good basis 
for comparing the size of business of each type. 


TaBLE XI.—Relation of type of farm to size of business and labor income. 


{ 
| | Total | 


Acres of Value of : 
Number of| ; x : operating Labor 
Type offarm. improved capital é 2 F 
’ records. . expenses income. 
land. invested. per farm. 
caIVSR LSS SEDs | Ms Sst | 9S ee No 
Generalimised’ x3. 229 aa. sek Sein onic 39 270 $34, 700 $3, 667 $126 
AD YEW ya Ee Stee Ss as ob i 22 205 27, 782 3,686 441 
POtatOesasamerses eee eee es eee eet 11 192 35, 000 3,715 333 
HOLaLO-thuCks | <1 Stes aoe - neo oa 24 62 20, 000 3,950 1,350 
MM arins se cc goor caso ses ces soe cies 96 195 30, 084 3, 738 520 


The potato-truck type of farming is by far the most profitable of 
the 4 groups. This fact undoubtedly accounts in large part for the 
tendency toward more intensive farming, as shown by a comparison 
of census statistics in 1900 and 1910. (See p. 4.) 

It must not be concluded that the potato-truck farms grow only 
potatoes and truck, or that potato farms grow only potatoes. Other 
enterprises, such as corn, wheat, dairy cows, hogs, and sheep, have a 
place of more or less importance on most farms of these types. So 
also many dairy farms and general mixed farms handle enterprises 
characteristic of the more intensive types. 

In the organization of the more profitable type of farms account 
must be taken of location with reference to the city, to soil, and trans- 
portation facilities. As the population of the city increases there wil] 
be a larger demand for farm products, including truck crops. The 
climate here allows the production of an early and a late crop of Irish 
potatoes each year. This condition, combined with excellent facili- 
ties for stormg and marketing potatoes, makes possible the continued 
development of the potato-truck type of farming. 


DISTRIBUTION OF CAPITAL ON FARMS OF DIFFERENT TYPES. 


Table XII shows the amount and distribution of capital on the 
types of farms included im this study.1. Potato-truck farms have the 
smallest investment both in real estate and in working capital. The 
investment in machinery and buildings is also lower than that of 
other types. The dairy farms have the least invested in cash to run 
the farm. In dairy farming money comes in at short intervals, so 
that comparatively little need be kept on hand to meet expenses. 

1 Most of the farms that may be classified as strictly “truck farms”’ are south of the city along the 
Ohio River on the sandy loam soils. Because there is not much demand in this section for suburban 
Tesidence property, and because there still remains a good deal of undeveloped and unoccupied land, 


prices here are relatively low. These facts partly account for the low capitalization of these truck 
farms. 
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On the other hand, in the potato type and general mixed type a much 
larger amount must be kept on hand to meet current expenses. 


TaBLE XII.—kelation of type of farm to distribution of capital on 96 farms in Jefferson 
County, Ky. 


[Values are averages.] 


Niue Market | Work- | Invest- | Invest- | Gach linea Value | Valueof 
Total |valueof| ing ment | ment | COrnGn ‘ment in| of other 
capital.| real capi- | in live | in ma- | work | dwell- | build- 


estate.c | tal. | stock.c chinery.| ™™- | stock. | ing. | ings. 


General mixed.. 39 | $34,700 | $30,589 | $4,111 | $1,977 $722 3785 $1,050 | $2,619 | $1,626 


Dain re eee 92.| 27,782 | 23,247| 43535 | 2,911 697 661 | 2,950] 2,349 
Botatocn a tee 11} 35,000 | 31,406 | 3,594| 1,358 769 | 1, 100 923 | 3,545 | 2;002 
Potato-truck...... 24| 20,000] 17,511! 2) 489 847| 620] 698)  697| 2,062 946 

Allfarms.... 96 | 30,084 | 26,198} 3,859| 1,986 | 691} 706 844 | 2,660| 1,707 


a Value of real estate includes value of dwellings and other buildings. 
b Working capital includes feed and supplies, but these are not separately given in this table, 
c Investment in live stock includes the value of work stock. 


THE UTILIZATION OF LAND AREA. 


The potato-truck and truck farms have about 80 to 90 per cent of 
their improved land area in crops and about 10 to 20 per cent 
pasture. These two types of farms show a better utilization of im- 
proved land area than other types, from the fact that 10 to 30 per 
cent of their improved area is double cropped. A very small amount 
of double cropping is practiced on the more extensive types of farms. 
Table XIII shows the utilization of land area by types of farms. 


TaBLE XIII.—Relation of type of farm to the utilization of land area. 


| 
1 i — 
nena er cent improved land 
Number of! improved 
Type of farm. : 

records. eee In crop In pas- | Double- 

. area. ture. cropped. 
General mixed ise nae sense ane ec eee 39 270 70 29.7 | 1 
ID aitiy Sette concoct ae eeincienc Se enero ete | 22 205 48 51.6 4 
IPOCATO Re cae ice etree sie oo eiesceee 11 192 | id. 23.0 6 
Potatoctrucks7eccisdcais ws stecivccec see cence 24 62 86 14.0 20 
| 69 31.0 g 


The pasture area on small and intensively cropped farms is usually 
the rougher portions of the farm along creeks and sometimes the 
stony and ill-drained parts. On the larger and more extensive types 
there is, besides the permanent pasture, pasture in rotation with 


other crops. 
DISTRIBUTION OF CROP AREA. 


Table XIV would indicate that about 50 per cent of the crop area 
on the average truck and potato-truck farms is used in growing truck 
and potatoes, crops which represent intensive farming. The 
remainder of the area is used for growing corn, hay, and miscellaneous 
crops, principally for feeding the work stock, dairy cows, and hogs. 
In the other type groups also a small percentage of the farm area is 
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devoted to truck and potato crops, showing the importance of these 
as money crops and the tendency toward more intensive farming. 
The largest percentage of green manure crops are found on farms 
specializing in potatoes. The practice is usually to sow rye in the 
fall and turn it under during the latter part of May or early in June 
for a late crop of potatoes, which is usually planted during the 
first two weeks in July. Turning under the rye and keeping the 
ground in good tilth and well packed with a plank drag or roller 
serves to retain moisture, to store humus, and to make general soil 
conditions favorable for the potato crop. 


TaBLeE XIV.—The distribution of crop area on different types of farms. 


Per cent of crop area in— 
Num- | Crop 
Type of farm. ber of | area in | Mi 

J scel-| Green 
records.| farm. | Qorn, | Silage. Toe: Wheat. Pape Truck. | laneous| manure 

5 Up crops. | crops. 
IROvatOeSer sen emaecee 11 133 17.9 3.4 24.9 16.2 12.9 38.5 8.8 12.4 
Potato-truck.-...... 12 60 TASS Seca 29.6 2 12.2 24.1 8.2 9.5 
PICU Ck ae tare iat aie 12 45 NOS@. lGasaceec Sel 1.3 PLZ 39.9 13.5 2.9 
Wainy eee ce 22 82 26.0 9.1 5.7 7.3 157, 2.4 28.8 5.0 
General mixed...... 39 160 27.2 | 9 8.6 17.9 21.4 2.4 14.9 6.7 


DISTRIBUTION OF ANIMALS. 


Table XV shows the distribution of different classes of animals on 
the different types of farms. On the intensive types, dairy cows, 
poultry, and swine are comparatively more important, while on the 
more extensive types, stock cattle, horses, and sheep are relatively 
more important. On the more intensive types of farms growing 
potatoes and truck, there is relatively a large amount of unmarket- 
able products which, without stock to utilize them, would be wasted. 
Dairy cows, swine, and poultry utilize these as well as the permanent 
pasture, and thus are profitable when in proper proportion to other 
enterprises. 


TABLE XV.—Distribution of animals on farms of different types in Jefferson County, Ky. 


Distribution of live stock. 
Num- 
Num- | ber of 
Type of farm. ber of aut = a Nore nae 
records.| mala airy oung stoc . oul- 
units. | cows. | stock. | S%*tS-| raiseq | Sheep. | Swine.) “try. 
for sale. 
P. cent | P. cent.| P. cent.| P. cent. | P. cent.| P. cent.| P. cent. 
TROUT OS ee eee cack il 12.0 30.8 13.0 12.0 1.4 2.0 23.4 17.4 
Potato-truck..... 12 5.9 Sled SHON eeeeeeee AN Ree te Bila U 16.3 
BUCKS eres eee eae 12 al 29.9 UES G5 fs neh al ie eo | eee I 24.6 31.0 
IDR AS cesar = ee L 22 40.3 62.1 185 2.0 Sao 4.7 9.9 4.4 
General mixed............. 39 2301 22.0 10.3 13.1 ay il 8.9 32.8 9.5 


a An animal unit is the equivalent of a cow, horse, or mule. Four calves, 2 yearlings, 5 hogs, 7 sheep, or 
100 head of poultry are assumed to be approximately equivalent to an animal unit. The assumption is that 
each of these equivalents consum?s about the same amount of feed and produces about the same amount of 
manure measured in terms of fertilizer value. 
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DESCRIPTIONS OF SEVERAL FARMS ILLUSTRATING TYPES FOUND IN 
THIS SECTION. 


In the following pages are given descriptions and summaries of the 
1914 (farm year 1914-15) business of several farms, which illustrate 
the various types found in this section. The comments made on 
the organization and success of each of these farms will be better 
understood if the average yield of various crops and the amount of 
labor required to produce them are given, (See Table XVI.) These 
figures will also be of great practical value in estimating the total 
amount of man and horse labor required in growing any of these crops, 
as well as the total yield which may be expected under average 
conditions. 

The farms which have been selected are among the more successful 
ones, and for this reason may furnish suggestions for good farm 
organization in this locality. 


TaBLE X VI.—Estimated 5-year average crop yields per acre, and the amount of man labor 
and horse labor per acre required for important crops on certain farms vn Jefferson 
County, Ky. 


Labor required per 
| Esti- | acreor animal unit. 
Number | mated 
Farm product. of Unit of yield. 5-year 
records. average | Ten-hour| Ten-hour 
yield. man- horse- 
| days. days. 

Per acre.| Per acre. 

Conners Si Sey. EP aD ee Se te 25uleushelshesepeee = 34 3.4 3.7 

IPOEALORS saemere se ant oetser es oe ee ene | 321 SBaAntelsss-peeer eee 55 7.4 8.2 

Wile a tera ere PEE OS ih Ie ee seas | 25 | Bushels..-..-.-- #8 21 1.4 4, 94 

Mhrashed see s4 tN Eee et ee ee IBY | eee: GO: ste e 17 Bes: 2.5 

@uijandivedeeece. 2 ate ere ere 25's ONS: Stes seen 0.9 1.1 1.8 

Pasture d sae esse eEe Us. ee eeay pe Te eS 715) | PARAS SOO RS ERR e aL Tee ae eS f .2 .6 
Oats: 

Mhrashe dies cae eee Sse eke TE 20deouUshelssaeereee eee 31.4 1.3 1.7 

Hedungbundlees sae eee 25 ONSU sae neeeese 1.1 1.3 2.0 

Mead owe hay cert pee tenes oy ole toe ed ae PN asoac Go: beste eS 1.0 iia Pai 

Orchard lerassiseed ss. eee eee Al Geicin sat oe ee ee see call bees eee 1.0 Sith 

Compeas andisoreium: pete eee ee 4)\"Tonss. eee cee 1.5 ATE Di, 

Ma GG eee ne oe nase el beh AE Legere Anes GOr ee ee ASE 1.6 ils? PET 

Sonzhunpiy per ne oe net nt eres A oaecs GORE eee! 4.6 2.0 3.0 

ANP a ae Oe Are tei ae RL rees Wai | i i eas dO bessssecns- 2.4 3.4 2.5 

Sweetpotatocssso ose ee se eee | (Ci) Barrelss. yes sees 78 18.5 10.0 

EATS CHOTA OTIS ieee ree rae eae | 10h) Seee5 Oss. sce eee 57 28. 1 12.4 

COE) oo eral Se en eA Rey Bm eA Oeles ermal as Se ge da ROTALeS ea aee eee 161 18.2 9.2 

AROMATORS! ees fecse ne es ee ec een eee eres 72) busnelsn-- eee 175 26. 4 14.7 

16h ee a ee CR Ee eS RN ARUR En Ee Mees ete 3 eat EA een nna enon 35d 3.4 

IBCEESH Ere na eee ee pers renee eee te| 3 | Bunches........-- 4,133 100.0 9.0 

Snapebeansisa0 j= ya bce ee a | 2) eb UShelseeee pp eaee 74 11.0 7.0 

Cantaloupescatat os0 2 2 a eee | 3 |*Crates.eeeeee eee 143 10.0 8.0 

IBIaCkKbDeLRieS eee 0G NS een oy. 3° pees GOsse ee 88. 7 78.0 14.0 

Strawberniest2s: 5... 2 = 2 Sees aa en Gaeeere dO: eee 101 | 30.0 10.0 

IROASTIN CATS soe ee eee epee see GrleBarrelss.=se ree eee 32 | 6.5 6.8 

|PerA.U.| Per A.U. 

Cows on retail milk farms ...:...........-- NO | Rae: Ses ace ee 21.3 ded 

Cows and young stock, general farming... -. ne Se Ce ies Bete betes 2 Pans ae 12.6 DY, 

SLCCTS EF Foe Sees Re Bie aoe weit 1 3h) see cele = Cn nae eel al (ree Free 3.0 2.5 

ETO SS esa a ker Re Sea ve igang PART cA ee Ae S| eae ale eee 6.3 1.0 

Sheep Hee ee acca oe ase aaa Daal Eco reay. opt ones pie cs aia eee 3.6 ot 
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FARM 1.—A 60-ACRE TRUCK FARM. 


Farm 1 is located about 12 miles from Louisville on a clay loam soil 
below the average in quality, the value being only $100 per acre. 
The following is a statement of the business for the year 1914. 


ENDURO Le aie Sar A ae nce een NU i Ai ba $8, 500 
Wiorkermen cc pita ay eres a2 et Pare ys ee en ei Ek 2, 534 
Gk eCelp isha ee eet see iets a a tek ah 3, 500 
shetalwempences mama ieise eae ce eo a yen Oe ae Ne 653 
INeeCip toniromls POLatOesie 62 eee ee ieGren, hn Pee ASS oa 735 
Recempissromitruck. 28. as eee Sa28 Pa Bea SI 1, 988 
ADOT COM ema ae ested sae GO ea gE Re ee ak 2, 300 


The crops sold were as follows: 


BAVA OLALOES A ACECS neo c( a en aos ea ainsi s foe arcinione wae ie a $180 
lite A OLALOCSMONACLES © 2! 2 case Nee ee hehe oe ee pe coe 55d 
SEEAWIDCHEICS SAA ChOS Hi coe eee US A Oe ce Meee 330 
Mnvomiseed ye AChe 2h «oe girs BE, a tas eae Senta che eae ae 90 
aT Re OMT ONS ae ACO Ge ene Aas ope ia tao ce oe ed wee cae 480 
CanitaloupesmlasaChes selves ie sin tee Gees eng a es 338 
JUICES SANS)» MLB YES eS ee SS a ol ear ce ay fan pee ye 100 
Romaloes lWaCreaa: cee oe Sore See See eae 250 
SEA DES AACE Gare see es Sr Ves eee AE Al es ey ene Se 200 
CPECCMESAL CS el EACTO gam Cotes eos ANE te gee ae olay 200 


This farm bought no manure from the city, being too far away, 
but $87 was paid out for commercial fertilizer. There were 5 cows, 
bringing in $461, 2 head of young stock, 12 hogs, 200 chickens, and 
3 horses. Twenty-two per cent of the receipts were from live stock. 

This farm raised 11 acres of corn and 10 acres of hay, both crops 
yielding well, so that only a small amount of feed was bought—$81 
worth. Crop yields were about 15 per cent above the average for 
the farms studied, and 78 per cent of the total receipts were realized 
from crops sold. 


FARM 2.—130-ACRE POTATO-TRUCK FARM. 


Farm 2 represents not only a large, but an exceptionally profitable 
business. It is located near the city limits, has a sandy loam soil, 
and is level in topography. The operator owned 40 acres and rented 
90 acres for $500 cash. The land is valued at $400 per acre. 

The business for the year 1914 showed— 


pRotcelearotba bere e eens ek re ee eS ene oe eee oN BI Oe 1 $21, 000 
Mvorlkemescapliale seri Soh ia (Ih SORE Gib eld 2 5, 000 
MOpAECE CID LSE pO Pie BRC leet ge ane a pee Lae Pee 18, 500 
MOISE XPCHSCS = ep36 2 Meg oot i hee eS Sh pean nto 7, 600 
ECem ts BrOMBDOLALOESS fy 6 oho ee re 8, 370 
IRVe@cioLeerroMmal ruc knae temas ote ee re Sie eres. oe a 9, 728 
ahotrncOme a te: Ste soe ee eis oe SRL SL 9, 900 


1 The value of rented land is not included in this figure. 
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During the year over 2,000 tons of manure, easily accessible, was 
bought. One hundred and twenty acres were utilized for crops, 
6 acres for pasture, and the remainder was idle and waste land. 
Sixty-six acres were double-cropped, showing intensive use of the 
land. 

Following is a list of crops yielding income: 


oastin’ ears, a Gracness.- 2218 52 Toc Sse ee ee te Reeds tie $620 
Tomatoes, ‘Si ACRES 3.2): oat ey ae ee, ee ey eee ere 180 
ASPaTacUs.4AChOS. 38:2) cd mao tee cick mien tt See 700 
Spommiach, Aacreen soe le ya ye eg pee are eee 100 
Harly potatoes, So Actes 9: 52-2226. sont a ee ee oe eee 6, 125 
Late potatoes, '40 acres: 25.0... Soaeed ye ee ee 2250) 
BOCES! StACTOS ui Ss aatae re eet ae SS os Eas ee ee 300 
Caulitlower2 Actes]... Ewe tee are. ses ne eee eee ee 450 
iHarlyscropicabbage, O/acres-—2 59" == sa eee eee ee 150 
Wate.crop.cabbare, 4°actes. --- 2-5-0 5 eee at: eee ee 120 
Cantaloupes: (acres. 5282s. acs oe seee. ke once eee 500 
Early crop lettuce, 2 acres.....- PRN TEE CNA IP Bc 400 
tate crop lettuce; 2 acres) 22 20222 2 seer et eee eee 400 
Large onions, 4 acres....-..-. SE A PEA ied Seen Se ae a5 640 
Onion:sets(S:aeres. a2 5.2 2 ee ae ee a 2,118 
Sweetpotatoes. 12 acress 24. 2s5 0s 2a sae Seeger ee 900 
kettuceanshotbeds, laere.e-s 5.0 2 Noes he et ee ~ 800 
Horseradish +4 Acres .Jb ey 5a 0 poco os es es ee 800 
Rulbarb,) Sacresss :cs5 20 See a 3 ie eee 450 
Salessrom-ereenhouses. 262 s2 ee see ane eee eee 500 


Ninety-seven per cent of the receipts were from these crops. 
The animals kept on the farm were 11 work animals, 2 cows, 16 
~ hogs, and 15 chickens. 

It has been remarked that 90 acres were rented for $500, an ex- 
tremely low rent for land so near the city and of such quality. This 
land was held for residence property and tenure was uncertain. 
Opportunities to rent such land at this price are very rare. Usually 
it rents for from $20 to $25 per acre. 

The largest item of expense was for labor, the total cost being 
$4,150. 

The unusually large profits secured from this farm were due partly 
to the unusually high price obtained for first-crop potatoes, which on 
account of drought during the growing season were practically a failure, 
except on the sandy loam soils well suppled with manure. There 
was a shortage in the local market, so that farmers who had potatoes 
coming on early obtained from $4 to $6 per barrel for them, the more 
usual price being $1 to $2 per barrel. Another important factor m 
securing these profits was good judgment in the selection and market- 
ing of crops. This ability is gained only by long experience in such a 
business. Crop yields on this farm were only about 3 per cent above 
the average. 
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It may be pointed out further that this farmer was able to handle 
an unusually large business, one of the most important factors in 
the size of profits. 


FARM 3.—A 30-ACRE POTATO-TRUCK FARM. 


Farm 3 illustrates the possibilities of farming on high-priced land 
_ where a good market is available. This land was valued at $800 per 
acre. ‘Twenty-seven acres were utilized for crops, all but 2 acres in 
truck and potatoes. These 2 acres were in meadow. ‘Two acres of 
rye were sown and turned under for second-crop potatoes. The rye 
was also pastured to some extent in the winter. Three acres were 
counted as waste land. 
The money crops were: 


INS PALACUS CON O= Ma aCh@n see setae se east een ey ee a ae $100 
CHISTES, oO Cercosk 6 Sane h se aa ee neem saa ME coo moranc as 302 
iirstierop lettuce, .one-eishthi acres tsa 220" 2 a5 aS ey 300 
Secondicrop lettuce sone-halt acres sss. 2 235s es eee ae 690 | 
WATS COM OMS Wee ACOs seers years Saye er ene a nares susie en ceeteRaye cone 258 
OMTOMISOtS tS ACLS ae ee ae iy es ye ty hee eS See ROH cost 50 
imeppers) 2 acres ss. -- SR ge iG OR NR Pee ene we le eels ROR 0) 
Early crop “roneetroies 2h SLICES Wa SN A NES eI ce 5 ce cae oh ee a 706 
Neconderoprootatoess (acres. s.me = ee wens eee lens ee 1, 530 
SWC UNO LALOCS HO;ACKES osc ne tis sa). acre 20 fee eee we Ae 1, 270 
Spimachraliacnesthas = Liaise eee? eee art he ee iey aes yee ee 490 
Miscellaneous -vecetablesaf yates te Son emtag ae et eee + oe 52 


Practically all of the receipts were from truck crops and potatoes, 
which in the case of this farm were sold principally on the local 
market, and so may be regarded as one of the truck crops. It is 
noticeable that there was a fair crop of early potatoes, which were 
marketed at $3.50 per barrel, while the late crop brought only $1.60 
per barrel. Crop yields were 38 per cent above the average. 

There were 8 work animals, a few hogs and chickens, and no cows. 
Feed was a large item of expense ($700), only a little being raised on 
the farm. Two acres of meadow produced only 1 ton of hay. Two 
hundred and ninety-live dollars were spent for manure and $90 for 
commercial fertilizer. In all $1,360 was spent for labor, of which 
$720 was regarded as family labor. There were 8 in the family. 

The following is a statement of the business for the year 1914: 


Mocalycayoi balers sss ie. etree Meeks aA ee a ee eee $28, 750 
NYRomcimoncapitalliaaerpiey en cre Re Re 4,750 
Mo taGeCelp ts’ ete eae ee a ee ee eh en ey 6, 000 
Motalkexqpemse seen ye ers sees eee meine wer macr ea cintae ye en? 3, 146 
Receipts irom: potatoes, carly, Crops... 2-5-2222 + sete 706 
Receipis:irom potatoes) lateterop es. Sess se ek ee 1,530 
IRGC OUI ERO NACHO) Cy ae eG Cee NE BIN ie Sie Ne duin uaa 7 anal lege ements 3, 764 


PTO ORs CONNG ete eye ee ee pe ea eee ons cst A) 
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FARM 4.—A 58-ACRE POTATO-TRUCK FARM. 


Farm 4 is one of the smaller-sized potato-truck farms, located 
about 8 miles from Louisville and about 2 miles from a market where 
is located a farmers’ exchange. The land was valued at $155 per 
acre. It shows a fairly successful business. 


Lotal caprialecs 2052. a3 cae = pepe Soe ee $11, 840 
Wropkame capital so 5 Sei ip cee ee SNe ee ey ae 2, 840 
Total recenpistes tase ct <n ee SY eee ee ae 3, 000 
Motabhexpensesie ey i Ie RATER a Se ere 1,590 
Receipts irom potatoess:\52ece8 ss52 - Sate es eee 2, 195 
Receipts tromatruclks: 3.555 gaara see oo cp ae 660 
ILA DORAMCOMIG 32530) ls Pie 2 oes ape. pee ee cop ee ea ae 830 


The income from crops was distributed as follows: 


Hanly-crop potatoes, 6) acres:. 02-222. -. = 22 ane eer ee $600 
Late-crop potatoes, 6 acres......-.-- "efe Sbe Oe SE epee SSS UN gees ee 1,595 
Sweet potatoes: -2 acres... 0-5-5. ae eee ae ree 240 
Cabbage a2: Acres 32220 SS ee ea ee ees 220 
Sima wberries M-aere 2 i 2 ae ee etn tS eee 200 


Practically the entire income was from these crops, the yields of 
which were 12 per cent above the average. 

The animals on this farm were 1 cow, with calf, 5 work animals, 
5 hogs, and 100 chickens. 

Besides the truck crops listed there were 12 acres of corn yielding 
400 bushels, and 14 acres of timothy. ‘Two acres were in pasture. 
Only $35 was spent for feed. Fifty dollars was spent for manure 
and $125 for commercial fertilizer. The hauling distance, 8 miles, 
made stable manure more expensive than on farms nearer the city. 


FARM 5.—A 340-ACRE POTATO FARM. 


Farm 5, located about 10 miles from Louisville, is comparatively 
large in size. The quality of the land is below the average. Much 
of it is rolling and nearly 50 per cent of the area is in permanent 
pasture. It is valued at $80 per acre. A year’s business showed: 


Total capital... so. ak eae eae eget ae ee ae eee $33, 000 
Workine Capital: <s 4.2.0. a0 uc ee ea ee one eye ee 5, 800 
Total rece rptsis. 202 ero eg a er Se er 6, 900 
hotalexpensesss 2220s) ees re ae ee ee Beier aah eee tee 3, 880 
Receipts from “potatoes2 Att. Shae Sed hae Sakae le a eee 4, 800 
Recerpisfrom, trucks and eiruit. sae 52 a a a iss 
Labor Income: 2.5.2: cre oe as oo ee oe Rg eae ee 1, 365 


The crops were: 


Late potatoes; 50: acres: Uiws.-. Sie ee ee ee ee ee $4, 800 
Onion: seed''3:acresi.22°5- s2.42:4 8 co oc ceeeeee eeeaeeeee 370 
Strawberries <4 acres. .22 sp ae 8 ee ode ee eee 225 
Field. crops, 45 acres...-25 05. 2x2 pio odes ee eee eee 150 
Blackberries, :3\acres].c...5 53. 3552). BAe a a ae ee ee ee 150 
Peaches and apples 6 actes:;2 t22 4 2 ee eee eee 150 


Cherries; acre. s 22/52 Sapa shat Sere ee ce ere ee eg ee 88 


INFLUENCE OF A CITY ON FARMING. 23 


About 83 per cent of the receipts were from crops, the remainder 
from live stock. 

There were 4 cows, 6 young stock, 4 horses 10 mules, 20 head of 
beef cattle, and 250 chickens on this farm. 

Crop yields were about 3 per cent above the average. 

On farms growing a large acreage of potatoes more work stock is 
kept than can be employed profitably throughout the year. This 
farm sold 4 mules after the potato crop was planted. When located 
near the city, the farmer may profitably employ work stock in hauling 
manure, and sometimes in public work, such as building roads, ete. 
On the whole, the stock enterprise is badly managed, since only a 
total of about $900 was received from this source, and yet these 
animals consumed produce from more than one-half the farm area and 
in addition $300 was spent for feed. 

The labor bill on this farm was $1,900. One hundred dollars 
went for manure and $700 for commercial fertilizer. 


FARM 6.—A 590-ACRE GENERAL MIXED FARM. 


Farm 6 is a large farm valued at $42 per acre and located about 20 
miles from Louisville. It is organized as a general mixed farm on 
which practically one-half of the receipts are from live stock. 

The business for 1914 showed: 


Pie tamer pial hers ste = fee koe ee cae os eg $29, 476 
NVORKGHOMeCA DID eer ta ey so Sues ie Rees Seppe Ayes Ben oe 4, 400 
SAN SERN CD PARED VUGS etre Cts eet face a Sees SL cere 2 eee ne os PRE es 50 
iG talereCeUpts sare = Metco ae. ae El. ache ee 5, 400 
iRotalexpenses* 4 aces hie ee SIS SA als Sa 1, 900 
ecemprs troine live stoClas. < Go) bahia oes aa 5 te See 1, 670 
Wal OSIM COIN foc © 8 he Py eS tS oo aad ae ile oe = 2, 000 


The income from crops sold was as follows: 


CORI eae ACEOS INS © eto osc a ose er Mee ea OB 863 
RP CUReT OILERS eee - 2 eee Or sore Rr ae anne athe wie 950 
Siionen set Ser Pe EEO EI, SORE EEN 20 
DbRAMN rete ee PSE Se eee. Set eeegs. END ad Pe es 200 
Alfalfa, 25 acres.....-.-.--- ee ee Se 240 
sRiMIOLIyPOaCres tats. s ee eens OOO SE et See 270 
BN GIp Le Cerie ny Se eee Ase See oe sata esse ee 120 


The live stock on this farm were 4 cows, 3 head of young stock, 
137 sheep, 30 hogs, 9 horses and mules, and 5 colts. All these 
enterprises yielded some income, sheep yielding the highest. 

About 160 acres were devoted to permanent pasture and 150 acres 
were in woods, from which there was no income. 

Fifty acres of corn and 2 acres of tobacco were raised by a cropper, 
who got one-half of the crop. Crop yields were only 68 per cent of 
the average, and receipts per animal unit 89 per cent of the average. 
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One wage hand was hired for the year, and $700 was spent for 
extra labor. No commercial fertilizer or manure was bought. Two 
hundred and sixty-three acres devoted to field crops were generally 
level, the remainder being hilly and much of it in woods. On the 
whole this was a well-organized business for the kind of land and 


location. 
FARM 7.—A 50-ACRE DAIRY FARM. 


Farm 7 illustrates a well-organized dairy business on a small-sized 
farm. The location is 6 miles from Louisville. The land is of good 
quality and is valued at $350 per acre. Crop yields were 55 per cent 
above the average. Tenacreswerein pasture. The business showed: 


otal capitalee’ 2 we aa Sc eats oe eee age Pe 1$15,300 
Workine¢a pital eh See Ste EE eee coe ene eee erate 5, 300 
Numbernot cows. 2525 ees 2 2 BSUS EAE AR er Rae 48 
Totalreceipts 2.22 ¥. 4430.32 - eee get BE ee 8, 700 
Motaliexpenses: 2. tress 245 ot aa ee oe eee eee ee 4, 200 
Recetpts-tromidaiwy: ... 3 oe - cose ee ate e ee ae an eee 7, 700 
Receipts tromytruck and: potatoescsss 235.45 4-25 see 375 
HalboninCOMe = as Sass es osc es a aa ee eee 3, 700 
The crops were— 

Corn} J Oaeres st .a22:4 ts eas ee, aor ee eee ae 400 bushels. 
IPobatoes*s OaCnes) 2 ha eo 5 ia ee ene 150 barrels. 
Oats aenese ss oh ews Sc Ak ate apa ere ek Oni eae 36 tons. 
Himothy =. Gacres see eee Rees eee ee ee 10 tons. 
Sorghum.andcane-(solline Cropsjso "+ =e eee se eee eee 5 acres. 
Onions2eos2 Fees Sess as Pest ok 2s eh Se Oe eee 4 acre. 


Feed bought cost $2,000, of which $1,800 was for bran and cotton- 
‘seed meal. , 

This farmer owned 25 acres and rented 25 acres additional for $450 
cash. The labor cost was about $1,300. Two regular hands were 
employed and $300 represented family labor. 

An excellent quality of business is shown by the fact that receipts 
per cow were $160. About 26,000 gallons of milk were sold at an 
average price of nearly 28 cents per gallon. 


1 This includes the value of the owner’s land only. 
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